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DISCOURSE 1. 


us. A * ä — 


JEREMIAH iii. 12. 


Go AND PROCLAIM THESE WORDS TOWARDS 
THE NORTH, AND 8AY, RETURN THOU BACK- 
SLIDING ISRAEL, SAITH THE LORD, ano 1 
WILL NOT CAUSE MINE ANGER YO FALL 
UPON YOU. S 


| M“ brethren, we enter upon this diſcourſe to 


day with the moſt painful ſenſations, and 
the greateſt aſtoniſhment. We are aſtoniſhed at 
that prevailing ingratitude in any of you, that 
gives an awful propriety to the charge included 
in the text. And we are pained to the heart, 
when we reflect that the ſtate of your ſouls, and 
the tenor of your conduR, render it neceſſary for 
us, (in order to perform our duty with that faith- 
fulneſs which is an eſſential part of our character,) 
to addreſs you in ſo plain a manner as that to 


which we are excited, by the calamities which 


now ſurround” us, and the judgments we have 
reaſon to expeR. 


We ſit by the way- ſide watching— We hear the 
tumult of a noiſy world—We diſcern on every 
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hand the ſons of diſſipation and folly, when ruin 
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a nck detrüction ſtare them in the face We hear 


the thunders of national jud ts xollipg over 
bur heath, and 4. on 12 4 thoſe 
marble-hearted mortals ſmiling at the roar, and 
amazed-with-the impending ftorm. We remem- 
ber that the ark of Gop is amongſt thoſe giddy 
ſons of infatuation and folly q weltherefore trem- 
ble for its ſafety. But our fears are all in agita- 
*ti69,” ànd four aſtopihment knous no bounds, 
len ve Behöfd ite profelled patro « promiſcuoul- | 
119 ringt dimm the vulgar d. 994 
the Tart ſpirit" of voluptuous frenzy, and as deaf 
to the voice of heaven as they. IT 


Q Kt hen, there, Vans time hen hehoyed 
bag De {8M atghman,0y .theuwalls 
,of. Sign, tp. Sire thg alarm. which! we finds Tl. 


1 4" (gu lag! Habit imei evur chere was 


» 


beim s hieb demanged, hr aygention io it, is 
the preſgpty hen dhe, bodh of revelation id au- 


h ende d. bythe book of providence. now 
5 de geg heſoſe us ten with black and Fright- 
Tul chargiters,; comaiing-noconlythetgloawy de- 
ſtiny of an ungrateſy} nation but of a bac kſliding 
church allo. | For, hd the theavees frown 
wich ſtorms, that, only wait, to, receive bis deci- 
tive mandate, who: rides gn the; Winds, arms the 

thunder, and kindles the lIightnings,? , Wherefore 
docs the bloody {word, .alrcady diunk wich hu- 
V 00 nid 2 H-—btt man 
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- man gore, whoſe 3 offended heaven re- 
fuſes to have concealed within it's ſeabbard, 
ſtill hover WWpuf guilty heads? Wbherefare do 
 confederate. 3 Hations, which, differ in other re- 
ſpects, unite. i in hoſtile amity, and frown. upon us 
in che moſt | ayfyl manner,, and threaten the moſt 
dreadful puniſhments? , Do you think chat theſe 
chings originate, only, in the inſolence of the 
proud 8 i lewdneſs of the debauched;—-the in- 
Jultice of the : oppreſſive, and the various abo- 
minalions q of the Sons of Belial? Do you ſup- 
2901. b 
poſe that . we have . no, part in them? 1f-we; in 
n pradlice devy the Los, that bought us with his 
blood ;—if we meanly conform to the world, to 
avoid the ſcandal, of the croſs if we crucify the 
Son o Gov afreſh—if we profeſs to be the 
Lono's $, bot in yorks, deny bim? If: inſtead of 
taking bim who Is. the pattern of perfedlion for 
our example, drinking into, his ſpirit, and eread- 
ing in his ſteps ; We are proud, implacable;-covet- 
ous, voluptuous, intemperate, and lovers bf:plea- 
ſure more than, lovers of Go Be not deceived: 
if we partake, of the fins of, à guilty, nation; ſhal! 
we not partake of Its . ks FER nana 
Vndoubredly, we ſhall, \ liock 1. 
permit us then to. alas Jeu 3 in hy 
words of the Go of Iſrael to his backſiiding church 
of old; 3 "whole. circumſtances and conduct are 
too avfully exemplified. in our on: Return thou 
bachſliding 


— 2 


(8) 


- backſliding Iſrael, faith the Lord, and I will not cauſe 
mine anger Lo fall upon you. | 


Theſe words are part of a charge which Gop 
brought againſt Judah and Iſrael, for their ſtupid 
and impious idolatries, which are deſcribed under 
the metaphor of whoredoms. We are going to 


- accommodate them to our own caſe, as proſeſ- 
ſors of Chriſtianity, and to conſider them as the 
language of heaven to us, in our preſent circum- 
ſtances; and we think we hear the Gop of hea- 
ven, ſaying to us, Go and proclaim theſe words 


towards the north, and ſay, Return thou backſliding 


Britiſh Ne, and 7 will N io fall 


upon you. 

The words being thus accommodated, contain 
the three following ideas, A charge of backſlid- 
ing,—A call to return. — and a promiſe, in which 

is implied an awful threatening. 

Need we ſay O earth, earth, earth !—O Bri- 
tons —0 Chriſtians! hear the word of the 
Loxo ? Will ye render it neceſſary for us to ſay, 
—Ye firſt-born ſons of happineſs and liberty— 
Ye deſcendants of venerable anceſtors, who tranſ- 
mitted to you the privileges ye now poſſeſs at the 
expence of their blood! Ye offspring of pious 
progenitors, whoſe noble zeal for the cauſe of 
religion, neither the anathemas of Popes, the in- 
trigues of prieſts, nor the machinations of hell, 
net FEY abate'!—Ye Chriſtians, ye who pro- 


# feſs 
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feſs yourſelves the objeAs. of divine love, and. 
purchaſe of ImManuzr's blood, —Ye who look 
upon yourſelves as heirs of immortal habitations, 
and celeſtial erowns, — Ve candidates for glory; 
need we ſay, attend to the awful charge, and to- day 


if ye will hear God's voice harden not your 
hearts! 


I. We begin with the firſt idea included in the 
text, —that the Is RAEL of Gop hath backſliden 
from him; and we leave you at the tribunal of 
conſcience to determine whoſe image is portrayed 
in the charge. If after an impartial ſcrutiny your 
conſciences, my fellow Chriſtians, clear you of 
the reproachful accuſation, we fincerely congra- 
tulate you on your happy ſtate. | But if notwith- 
ſtanding the ſtupidity that has blinded your minds 
and hardened your conſciences, you are convinc- 
ed of the propriety of the charge with reſpe@ io 
yourſelves ;—You have reaſon to tremble.— 
Iſrael hath backſliden from Gop - how reproach- 
ful the accuſation! Iſrael hath backſliden from 
Gop—how egregious the folly ! Iſrael hath back- 
{liden from Gop—how aggravated the fin ! 

We do not mean in the charge of backſliding, 
to include only thoſe who have avowedly renounc- 
ed Chriſtianity ; for as Iſrael of old, amidſt their 
{ſordid idolatries, and ſcandalous backilidings, re- 
tained the name of the people of Con; lo it is 


plain 
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plain, we may be proſeſſure of — and 
members of churches, whilſt at the ſame time we 
deſervedly fall under the charge exhibited in the 
text. We ſhall now atiempt to point out the various 
inſtances of a Chriſlian's backſlidings, according 
to the light in which they appear to us. And the 
firſt thing neceſſary to be conſidered, and which 
is ry the ſource of all the rel, rock 
1 web . 3 1 

Abd ee dom the eſſential 4 and ſunda- 


mental;principles: af Chriſtianity, or the dottrines 


of the goſpel. We call them eſſential, and fun- 
damental, becauſe ſome: truths of: revelation, which 
are; abſolutely denied, and induſtriouſſy ' oppoſed 
by ſeme, appear 10 us the very effence of the 
Chriſtian religion; and the only ſtable foundation 
of the otherwiſe fludtuating hopes of a guilty mor- 
tal. We do not here mean, with au air of poſi- 
tivity-utterly; unbecoming a fallible being, whoſe 
mind is darkened by ignorance and inſlueneed by 
prezudice, abſolutely to fay, what are che funda- 
mentals of the goſpel, or how much is neceſſary 
for a mortal to believe, in order to falvation; but 
we aſk! you ho once received, and reſted your 
eternal intereſt, on ſuch principles as theſe, — 
5: Jeſus Chriſt is the brightneſs of the Father's 
glory, and the exprels image of his perſon he 
thinks it no robbery to be equal with Gop, for 
he is the great Gov. and our Savior He bare 
our 


x. % Cal 


our fins in his own body on the tree; was deli- 
vered for them and raiſed again for our juſtifica- 
tion—We have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveneſs of ſins, —not by works of 
righteouſneſs which we have done, but according 
to his mercy ;—for by grace are ye ſaved—Ex- 
cept a man be born again he cannot ſee the king- 
dom of Gop, &c. -e aſk you wherefore have ye 
departed from that which is the glory of the gol- 
pel, and was once the only ſupport of your guil- 
ty ſouls? Wherefore do you diſtort ſcripture, 
pervert reaſon, and attempt to dethrone the Son 
of Gop, to eclipſe the glory of his crown, and 
bring down the author of exiſtence, from the 
heights of eſſential Deity, to an equality with 
yourſelves in the great ſcale of being? Where- 
fore would you wiſh to depreciate the value of that 
facrifice, which is the only foundation on which 
your everlaſting happineſs depends ?—-O fooliſh 
Galatians ! who hath bewitched you, that ye have 
backſliden from thoſe ſacred truths, that were 
dearer to your venerable anceſtors than the pomp 
of courts, the ſmiles of haughty monarchs, the 
meridian brightneſs of proſperity, the ſeats of eaſe, 
the endearments of beloved families, and all the 
tendereſt ties of human life ? Is the goſpel irra- 
tional? Are its peculiar principles abſurd ? Is a 
zealous attachment to them, enthuſiaſm ? Ye holy 
martyrs! who defended them even unto blood, 
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and through their divine influence were enabled 
to ſmile at torturing racks, and burning ſtakes. 
Tell us; was your zeal, enthuſiaſm? Ye Britiſh 
Elijahs ! who mounted in flaming chariots to your 


bleſt abodes, was your zeal, enthuſiaſm ? Was 


your fortitude, raſhneſs? Was your attachment 
to thoſe truths, which this degenerate age deſpiſes, 
obſtinacy ? How do we inſult your memory ! And 
how do we ſtigmatize your ſufferings ! 

The ſyſtem of redemption revealed to us in the 
goſpel, is admirably adapted to anſwer theſe two 
ends; The one, to give us the brighteſt diſplay of 
the moral attributes of Deity, which is the princi- 
pal end deſigned by it; and the other which is a 
ſubordinate end, is to ſecure the happineſs of thoſe 
who apply for ſalvation in the manner pointed out 
to us by the goſpel; but then our ſalvation is at- 
tained in a way that is calculated to diſplay the 
divine perfections in all their glory and excellence. 
To deviate from this plan therefore, is in the con- 
ſequences of it, to defeat the purpoſes of beaven, 
And however indifferent a thing it may appear to 
ſome; for the Chriſtian world to depart from the 
ſimplicity of goſpel principles, and to embrace 
the new-invented ſyltems of perverted reaſon, 
from a pretence that the former are obſcure, in- 
explicable, and abſurd, and the latter highly ra- 
tional and worthy of attention; yet the manifeſt 
tendency of ſuch a conduct, is to fruſtrate the de- 


ſigns 
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ſigns of Jenoyan, to leſſen his authority, and 
eclipſe his royal glory; and to foſter the pride, 
and enhance the imaginary dignity of a creature, 
whoſe native vanity, and elevated thoughts of him- 
ſelf, it is the purpoſe of Gop in all his diſpenſa- 
tions, to annihilate. 

Is it then wonderful, that the apoſtles ſhould 
be ſo anxiouſly jealous over thoſe to whom they 
preached and wrote, leſt they ſhould in this re- 
ſpe backflide from the goſpel ? Is it any matter 
of aſtoniſhment that they ſhould ſo frequently ex- 
hort them to ſtand faſt in their attachment to that 
form of ſound words once delivered to them, and 
charge them that even if an angel from heaven 
ſhould preach any other goſpel to them, they 
ſhould rejett the impoſture, with indignation ? Is 
it ſtrange that Gop ſhould cloſe the ſacred volume, + 
with this ſolemn denunciation, F any man ſhall take 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, Gov 
ſhall take away his part out of the book of life ? Rev. 
xxii. 19, We maintain then that a departure 
from the truths of the goſpel, however unpopular 
they may be with the world, on account of the na- 
tive pride of the human mind, is an inſtance of 
backſliding in the Chriſtian church, of too awful a 
nature to be treated with neglect. 


2, The ſecond inſtance of backfliding is a 
coldneſs of affection in the contemplation of di- 
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vine objets, and a want of that vivacity in ſpiri- 
tual exerciſes, for which you were once diſtin- 
guiſhed; and this is called. backſliding in heart, 
Prov. xiv. 14. 

We are aware, that we are here called not 
only to oppoſe the giddy thouſands, who are 
intoxicated with pleaſure, but alſo the infidel 
who looks upon us with contempt, and the phi- 
loſopher who ſmiles at our zeal. For in the opi- 
nion of ſome in the preſent age, nothing is 
more abſurd than to be moved, where a thouſand 
motives of the moſt powerful nature, conſpire to 
excite the deepeſt, livelieſt, and tendereſt emotions. 
Our feelings may be carried beyond all bounds, and 
perſons of ſuch a charatter as has been mention'd 
will not blame us, if the object that excited them be 
not religious. We may burn in love, agonize 
in ſorrow, exult in joy, when a piece of clay, a 
grain of duſt, a {mile or frown from a fellow 
creature awakens our ſenſations; but they are 
criminal if they are moved by reflettion on mo- 
mentous realities, that reſpett the everlaſting hap- 
pineſs or miſery of our precious and immortal 
fouls. To be a rebel, and fear the wrath of hea- 
ven, is inſanity. To drop a tear over our miſery, 
is extravagance. To feel an emotion of gratitude, 
at the recolleQion of the divine goodneſs diſplay- 
in the death of CHRIST, is weakneſs. To ſhake 


with horror at the dread of eternal miſery, or to 
be 
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be tranſported with joy, by a rational, ſcriptural 
hope of immortal felicity, is the ſillieſt and moſt 
deſpicable enthuſiaſm; 

However we addreſs not ſuch to-day ; we ad- 
dreſs you, who profeſs to believe that the reli- 
gion of the heart is an important reality ; you, 
who ſet David and Paul before your view, and 
once happily imitated their example. We refle& 
on the days of your eſpouſals. We remember 
the kindneſs of your youth. We obſerved once, 
with ſacred joy, how lively the flame of divine 
love glowed in your hearts; and were happy to be 
animated by your zeal and ſtimulated by your 
example, to the diſcharge of our chriſtian and mi- 
niſterial duties. | 

We remember when your minds were ſo deep- 
ly impreſſed with a ſenſe of the divine love, diſ- 
played in the gift and ſufferings of the dying I x- 
sus, that you were almoſt totally employed in the 
contemplation of it. We beheld a holy jealouſy 
ſtand centry in your boſoms, to guard the avenues 
to your hearts, leſt the dazzling glare of riches, 
the enchanting voice of pleaſure, the endearments 
of children, or the tender calls of friendſhip 
ſhould inſinuate themſelves into your fickle affec- 
tions, and reign but an hour as rivals to him 
whoſe ſmiles alone conſtituted your felicity, We 
remember when you were wafted on the ſoaring 


pinions of ſacred meditation above this tranſitory 
ſlate, 
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ſtate, and held communion with the world of ſpi- 
rits, how indifferent you were to the things of 
time when compared with thoſe of eternity. Then 
the bare poſſibility of redeeming an hour to aſ- 
cend che mount, and with an eye of faith to be- 
hold the promiſed land, would give freſh energy 
to every exertion to attain it. Then you longed 
as ardently for a releaſe from wordly avocations, 
to confer with the Gop of heaven, as the captive 
exile does for freedom. Say now then, whoſe 
heart was it that you then poſſeſſed, that would 
burn within you at the very mention of the name 
of Jesus? Whoſe eyes were. thoſe that would 
once overflow with tears, when the Redeemer's 
ſufferings were exhibited to your view? Whoſe 
face was that which would redden with bluſhes at 
the remembrance of paſt ingratitude ? Were they 
your's? Alas! how is the ſcene changed! Is not 
chat pleaſant and animating ſpring turned into a 
barren winter? Are you not now as cold and 
barren, as you were once warm and fruitful ? 
Who then is the backſlider in heart? Tis he 
whoſe boſom freezes, when it ought to be fired 
with divine love.—'Tis he, whoſe love to Gop, 
inſtead of aſcending upwards in a ſteady, vigorous 
flame, is languid, feeble, and fluctuating.— Tis 
he, who enters on ſacred meditation with reluc- 
tance, and departs from it in halte—'Tis he, 
| whole conſcience, once tender and delicate, would, 
like 


E 
like the ſenſitive plant, recoil at a touch; but is 
now ſtupid, unfeeling, and requires to be pierced 
deeply before it will bleed. — Tis he, who can re- 
fle& on the tragedy on Calvary, and the ſtories 
of a fabuliſt, with equal emotions.—'Tis he, who 
can behold the proſperity or adverſity of the Re- 
decmer's kingdom, with the ſame indifference, as 
he beholds the falling of a ſparrow, or the diſſolu- 
tion of a fly.— Tis he, who has exchanged affec- 
tion for ſtupidity, vivacity for deadneſs; whoſe 
mind is either torn by diſtratting paſſions, and 
worldly principles, burning with jealouſy, raging 
with anger, feſtering with reſentment, or corrod- 
ed with envy or elſe aſleep in the midſt of dan- 
ger, ſeized with a deep lethargy, whereby he is 
rendered ignorant of his ſtate, and conſequently 
not deſirous of obtaining deliverance from it.— 
"Tis he who has more reliſh for earthly, than hea- 
venly enjoyments,— All thoſe whoſe charaQters we 
have juſt drawn, merit that awful charge, and 
ſtand juſtly expoſed to that terrible denunciation, 


made againſt the degenerate church at Laodicea, 
recorded, Rev. iii. 16. 


3. The next inſtance of backiliding in religion 


is paying greater attention to the things of time 
than to thoſe of eternity, 


It would be difficult to find in the whole 
compaſs of human conduQt, a more ftriking in- 
ſtance 
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ſtance of abſurdity, than that which the conduct 
of many profeſſing Chriſtians preſents to us, whoſe 
profeſſions and actions ſpeak quite a different lan- 
guage. When we behold thoſe, whom we ſaw 
but a few years or months ago, in the earneſt pur- 
ſuit of glory, honor, and immortality, and deriv- 
ing their ſupreme happineſs from the contemplation 
of theſe objects; now purſuing things of a contrary 
nature, with equal, if not ſuperior aſſiduity, we 
are ready to ſuſpe&, that either we have miſtaken 
the perſons, or they have miſtaken the objeQs. 
We are ready to exclaim, are our ſouls made for 
time, and our bodies for eternity ? Is the preſent 
ſtate a world of eternal realities, and the future a 
land of ſhadows? Do ſenſual enjoyments conſti- 
tute the felicity of our preſent and future ſtate ? 
And are the grand objects of the Chriſtian's faith 
nothing but the dreams of viſionaries? If not, 
why are the former embraced with eagerneſs and 
ardor, and the latter treated with ſhyneſs and re- 
ſerve? Why does the Chriſtian, who was once 
foremoſt in the heavenly race, now . indolently 
. Ioiter behind, apparently indifferent whether he 
proceeds, or returns? Whence is it that his ſoul 
is inſpired with ſuch a love of riches, honors, and 
pleaſures, as quickens his invention, ſtirs him up 
to induſtry, renders him ſuperior to the difficul-. 
ties that lie in his way, ſweetens his labor, limits 
his repoſe, and obliges him with equal readineſs, 

| to 
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to take the gloom of midnight, or the wings of the 
morning, to purſue ſuch methods as are beſt cal- 
culated to increaſe his fame, augment his ſub- 
f ſtance, or afford him happineſs? Would ſuch zeal 
* animate his mind, and influence his condutt, do 
you think, if the objects preſented to his view, 

had eternity written on them, inſtead of time ? 
; Once they would, but now, as they receive im- 
\ portance by our nearer approach to them, they 
j loſe the power to animate and charm,—O thou 

ſon of the morning ! Whither art thou fallen ! 

Ye ſordid ſouls! do you not feel the charge in 
its full force? Ye who willingly ſacrifice your con- 
ſciences and characters, for the accumulation of 
wealth, and to be advanced to an eminence ſuperior 
to thoſe around you; do you not feel the force of 
the text? Do you not ſee the folly of your con- 
duct, in being at ſuch pains, undergoing ſuch la- 
bor, uſing ſuch prevarication and deceit, to ac- 
quire riches, which will perhaps as ſoon as you are 
brought to the poſſeſſion of them, take wings and 

— fly away ? If the backſliding of ae conſiſted in 
idolatry, in preferring ſtocks and tones to the 
God of their fathers, are not profeſſing Chriſtians 
who worſhip their Gops of gold and of ſilver, 
equally culpable ? Your hearts by profeſſion are 
the temples of the Holy Ghoſt, but you have ſet 
up Mammon in them, and on the ſmiles or frowns 
of this ſordid Deity depends your happineſs or mi- | 
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ſery. Who thaw is a backſlider, but he, Fs feels 
a ſtronger impulſe, and more ardent pleaſure, in 
the acquiſition of a fortune, and the poſſeſſion of 
a periſhing inheritance, obtained frequently by 
_ unlawful means, and always held by the moſt pre- 
carious tenure; than in the purſuit of thoſe riches 
that are unſearchable and durable, and that inheri- 
tance which is incorruptible, undefiled and that 
fadeth not away ! 

To none, may the charge included in the text 
be more jultly applied, than to thoſe profeſſing 
Chriſtians who are ambitiaus of falſe honor, to 
whom the words of IEsus CurisT may be pro- 
perly addreſſed, John v. 44. They ſeek by world- 
ly pomp and ſplendor to aggrandize themſelves in 
the view of their fellow mortals, while they ne- 
gleẽt that which conſtitutes the trueſt dignity of 
their nature, and the glory of their immortal ſouls. 
They are fired with ambition to attain worldly 
honor, to be elevated to the pinnacle of human 
frame, and to meet with the applauſe of a giddy 
multitude, while they diſcover little or no concern 
for the plaudit of angels, or the approbation of a 
Gor. They are more anxious to glitter for a mo- 
ment, with the falſe glare of worldly grandeur and 
magnificence, than to have their immortal ſpirit 
enrobed in the veſtments of heaven, adorned with 
all the graces ,of the Chriſtian ſpirit, beautified 
with the divine image, and their happy heads 

ſparkling 
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ſparkling for ever, with crowns of unfading luſtre 
and eternal glory. 

To whom does the accuſation i in the text more 
juſtly belong than to the infatuated profeſſor of 
religion, whoſe actions and purſuits are a reproach 
to the Chriſtian charakter, and a glaring miſrepre- 
ſentation of religion, as though it were deſtitute 
of thoſe enjoyments and pleaſures which it really 
affords ; or as if its real pleaſures were far inferior 
to thoſe that are derived from the puerile paſtimes 
of the world? Does. it not argue a degenerate ſpi- 
rit, a vitiated taſte, a backſliding conduct, to graſp 
thoſe pleaſures that are unlawful in their nature, 
and pernicious in their tendency, with greater 
avidity, than thoſe which are every way ſuperior, 
dignifying, and divine? He may be juſtly called 
a backſlider, whoſe ſoul. is pinioned to earth, by 
riches, honors, or pleaſures ; he who ſtretches his 
arms wider, to embrace the phantoms of time, 
than the ſubſtantial glories of eternity. 


4. Another inſtance of backſliding is omitting 
the duties of religion, more eſpecially thoſe of a 
perſonal nature, We here paſs by the long ca- 
talogue of religious duties, ſo particularly tated, 
and fo forcibly inculcated by the ſacred writers, 
which reſpe& our conduct to our fellow Chril- 
tians, 1n particular, and fellow creatures in gene- 
ral ; and only mention thoſe of a perſonal nature, 
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which are incumbent upon Chriſtians, which they 
are to perform in their own families, and more 
eſpecially in the ſacred retirements of their cloſets. 

We will follow the Chriſtian then in his obedi- 
ence to that command of Jzsvs Cunist which we 
have, Mat. vi. 6. And pardon our preſumption 
in entering on the hallowed ſpot, which was once 
conſecrated by you with tears and groans, and 
where you once offered up your prayers to the 
divine throne in the moſt fervent manner. We 
revere the ſacred place, and look upon. it with 
a mixture of emotions. We are ready to ſay, 
«Hail thou holy retreat! thou heavenly altar! 
thou ſecret place of retirement ! thy pious poſeſ- 
for ſeldom entered thee but with chearfulneſs, and 
ſeldom left thee but with reluftance ; thou art 
witnels to his many ardent prayers, to his moſt 
ſolemn vows, and to that communion which he 
held with Gov, by meditation, prayer and faith. 
But alas! how art thou now negletted ! Thou art 


+ 


now become accuſtomed to gloomy ſolitude. How 


ſeldom now are the viſits of thy once affectionate 
gueſt!" With what reluQtance does he approach 
thee, with what langour occupy” thee, and with 
what readineſs forſake thee !” 

Theſe my brethren are the refleQtions which we 
have too much reaſon to make reſpecting the 
condutt of ſome of you, If our ſuſpicions are ill- 
founded, happy are you; but if not, you may 


with 
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with the greateſt propriety be called in the lan- 
guage of the text, backſliders. | 
It was perhaps well obſerved by ſome of the 
old divines, that backſlidings generally begin at 
the cloſet door of the Chriſtian” ;” that is, in ne- 
glecting the ſecret duties of religion. Whether it 
begins there immediately and univerſally, or not, 
we will not take it upon us to determine; but this 
we ill venture to affirm, that it very frequently 
does, and always not far from thence. It is a 
truth not only aſſerted by ſome of ihe molt able 
cafuiſts in religion, but alſo confired by uni- 
verſal experience, that when a Chriſtian grows 
remiſs and lukewarm i in ſecret devotion, his ſoul 
is in a barren ſlate. His taſte for ſpiritual things 
is palled, —his defires to enjoy communion with 
the God of heaven are languid—meditation is 
unfruitful—ſelf-examination is dreaded. He ſhuns 
his cloſet, flies from himſelf, and no longer thirſts 
for the enjoyment of the divine prefence, His 
ſoul no more with filial freedom, ingenuouſly 
opens all its ſorrows, and diſcloſes all its joys, but 
is locked up in cold reſervedneſs, and ſtands at a 
ſullen diſtance. If he prays, tis more a ſacrifice 
to conſcience, than a ſpiritual homage to Gop ; 
and this renders religious exerciſes of a ſecret 
kind, which nothing but the ſpirit of true devo- 
tion can ſweeten ; inſipid, tedious, and almoſt 
intolerable; and whenever, excuſes that bear the 
ſmalleſt 
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ſmalleſt appearance of plauſibility are found, theſe 
duties are totally neglected. 

We will now go from your cloſets, to your 
families. And what a ſcene of aſtoniſhment do 
we there behold! A family of profeſſing Chriſ- 
tians as undiſtinguiſhable, as a fam ily of heathens ! 
We ſee no altar ereQed in your houſes, on which 
to offer the daily incenſe of praiſe, for the mer- 
cies you are continually receiving at the hand of 
Gov. Are you inſenſible of the divine goodneſs ? 
Do you not conſider the many obligations you are 
under to Gop ? Are you unmindful of his provi- 
dential mercies which are daily manifeſted ? Were 
your houſes laſt night ſecurely defended from. the 
direful effects of winds and earthquakes ? Were 
your lives preſerved, while many are deſtroyed ? 
Is your health continued to you while many are 
in circumſtances of affliction and diſtreſs? Did 
you ariſe to day in the enjoyment of your lives 
and health, ſurrounded with the bleſſings of pro- 
vidence ; and not in a ſtate of poverty and ſick- 
neſs? Did winds, ſtorms, and flames receive a 
commiſſion from the Gop of heaven, to paſs over 
your habitations, and to deſtroy others? Were 
thunders forbid to ſtrike you, were lightnings 
commanded not to blaſt you, and all the miniſters 
of divine vengeance, which are terrors to the 
world, not permitted to ſhed their baleful ſtores 
on you ? And will you preſume to let the day de- 


part 
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part without a family homage to him, whoſe ſo- 
vereign hand deals out his judgments or his fa- 
vors, as he pleaſes? We remember with regret 
and pity, when your houſes witneſſed to the effu- 
fions of your pious zeal, from which no human 
avocations could divert you. We therefore call 
theſe families to witneſs againſt you. We do not 

mean to att the part of cenſors ourſelves, and to 
ereQ a tribunal at which to arraign you for your 
conduct; but we appeal to your own conſciences, 
we call upon your families and alk, whether the 
awful charge of backſliding does not belong to you ? 


5. Another inſtance of backſliding is trifling 
with ſin, by which means it frequently enſlaves us. 

It is aſtoniſhing to conſider the different ſenti- 
ments we entertain, and the different impreſſions 
we receive, from the ſame object, when beheld 
through different mediums. The man who views 
ſin through the polluted medium of an unſanQtifi- 
ed ſtate, looks with complacency on an object that 
a good man under the influence of religion be- 
holds with deteſtation. But it is ſtill more aſtoniſh- 
ing that a good man himſelf ſhould at different 
times, receive ſuch different impreſſions from the 
ſame object, as he ſometimes does. We have 
known a Chriſtian, when he firſt ſet out in the di- 
vine life, have ſuch a diſcovery of the malignity 
of fin, as to ſtart at the very idea of it; and yet 
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afterward we have known the fame perſon trifling 
with that which he once deteſted, and embracing 
that very object from which he once flew, as from 
a purſuing ſerpent. He has received the veno- 
mous creature to his boſom, has been. ſtung by it, 
has agonized, and bled; and in the vehemence 
of his momentary anguiſh, has ſpurned it from 
him with indignation. The next day perhaps, it 
has aſſumed ſome new and flattering form, attack- 
cd him in an indolent, unwatchful moment; he 
has liſtened to the enſnaring flattery of the appa- 
rently fair ſeducer ; he has yielded to the temp- 
tation, has fallen, and been again enſlaved; and 
has reaped the ſame bitter fruits of ſhame, com- 
punQion and diſtraQion. 

We have already gone, as far as it is neceſſary 
or prudent to go in the wor{t part of Chriſtian ex- 
perience. Were ve more particular we ſhould 
take notice of the exceſles of the night, and the 
repentance of the morning, which conſume the 
days of the vain whoſe conſciences are not entire- 
ly flupified. if chat charity which hopeth all 
things will not permit us to ſtrike ſuch out of the 
liſt of Chriſtians, ſurely it will not prevent our 
ſaying, that the reproachful accuſation in the text 
reſts upon them in its full force. When we ſee 
them turning from that holy cixcumſpettion, and 
diligent caution, which were ouce the guardians 
of every atlion, and indulging themſelves in thoſe 

h gratifhcations, 
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gratificatiotis, that are inconſiſtent with their cha- 
racter, and deftroftive of their peace; when we 
betiofd them repeatedly enſnared by thoſe ſenſual 

baits, which their former vigilance eluded ; when 
we e them attempting to blunt the edge of 
conſcience, and enervate the juſt reproofs of their 
miniſters and fellow Chriſtians, by the language 
of difingenuous palliation, or inſulting them with 
an impudent diſpleaſure that aggravates their ſin ; 
—when we perceive theſe things we no longer he- 
fitate to aſſert that the charge included i in our text, 
is applicable to them. 

Our ſouls in ſecret adopt the W of the 
weeping prophet, Jer. ix. 1, when we behold a 
profeſſing Chriſtian, whoſe former wounds made by 
fin are ſcarcely healed before he again ruſhes with 
a thoughtleſs impetuofity, which contradiQs his 
pretended penitence, mto the ſame company and 
conduct, which before proved injurious to him; 
where all his reſolutions are inſtantly facrific- 
ed to the momentary indulgence of a domi- 
neering paſſion, which renders the pangs of 
regret more pungent ; thinking at the ſame time 
thereby to merit the eſteem of a giddy circle of 
worldlings, who though they may openly applaud, 
yet ſecretly deſpiſe, ſuch glaring impropriety of 
eonduR, that' diſgraces Chriſtianity: If we look 


into their hearts, we ſhall ſee the temple of Gop 


profaned with thoſe unhallowed pafſſions, which 
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once they would have baniſhed with diſdain. 

we trace their footlleps i in the world, we ſhall e 
behold them in parley with an enemy, with-whom 
heretofore they declared unconditional: hoſtili- 
ty ; and what is ſtill worſe, through their unwatch- 
fulnels; and cowardice we may ſee them nn, 


they upon their guard, a did. * fight with 
manly fortitude, they would prove viQorious, and 
be rewarded with a palm of victory ; a vidory 
that would ſecure them the plaudit of angels, and 
aſſure them of the approbation of the Gop of 
angels. Rev, xxi. 7. . 

Thoſe heedleſs Chriſtians juſtly merit the charge 
in the text, whoſe enervated ſouls and diſſipated 
lives, ſtir up the vigilance of their grand adver- 
ſary, who without ſuch incitements is too watchful 
for their foibles. They become their own tempt- 
ers by walking in a path forbidden not only by 
the commands of Gop, but alſo by their own ex- 
perience, and thereby lay a ſolid foundation of 


bitter repentance to themſelves, and of diſhonor 
to religion. 


6. The laſt inftance of backſliding we ſhall men- 
tion, is a negle& of the means of grace, by which 
we particularly mean, the public worſhip of Gop. 

Would to Gop we had not this charge to bring 
againſt any who hear us to-day! But we appeal to 


theſe 
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theſe vacant walls, this oſten "ſolitary place, and 
thoſe ſeats ſo frequently unoccupied by their indo- 
lent poſſeſſors, whether we think of ſome uncan- 
didly, or judge of them harſhly, when we place 
them in the liſt of backſliders, how reproachful 
ſoever the charafter may be? Do not think that 
we mean only to include thoſe miſerable beings, 
who have totally abandoned their places in the 
church of Gop, and negle& his worſhip entirely. 
We place ſuch in a rank ſtill more diſhonorable. 
But we have to do with you whoſe elevated 
thoughts of yourſelves, raiſe you in your own ima- 
gination ſuperior to the charge ; and who will by 
no means admit the propriety of it when applied 
to yourſelves, We repeat the prayer we have 
Juſt offered up. Would to Gop you did not me- 
Tit it! But however we with not to be terrified 
by your frowns to depart from our purpoſe, and 
therefore would folemnly aſk you, as in the pre- 
ſence of that Gop who knows your heatts; by 
what kind of depraved reaſoning can you prove, 
that you ought to pay ſuperior attention and 
punQuality to your engagements with your fellow 
worms, than to thoſe which you have made with 
the ſovereign of the univerſe ? We will illuſtrate. 
this idea in the following manner. Yeſterday we 
| beheld you making an appointment with a fellow 
mortal, to negociate with him ſome important 
n with which your worldly intereſt and 
D 2 honor 


o 
1 
1 
* 
I 
1 
3 
i 
oy 2. 
KS 6; 8 
. 
J 
451 
1 
<= 
* 
K 
1 
wy 
15 
7 
1 
3; 4 
'*} 
a} 
| #1 
| 
is 
17 
12 
118 
k 
| 
if 
j 
o 
i 
k 
* 
4 
17 
4 
$ 


64 


honor were intimately connected. We beheld 
you anticipating the appointed moment; and 
whatever obſtacles aroſe to furniſh you with pleas 
for negle@, they all vaniſhed like the morning 
cloud. The praiſe due to your ipduſtry and vi- 
gilance, we by no means pretend to call in 
queſtion. And even the children of this world, 
would have fixed on you the ſtigma of folly 
and madneſs, for your negligence in ſuch a 
caſe. We behold. you to-day, acting a part 
exactly the reverſe of this, 1s the reproach 
ly important? Is not every ſabbath, a — 
day appointed to tranſatt the maſt important 


affajrs, between Gop and your fouls ? And 
when. you negleRt Gop's ſabbaths, do you-nat 
violate your engagements with him, and pour 


contempt on his invitations to fulfil them ? And 
do you not hereby indicate how little you eſteem 


that intercourſe with the Deity, which is the 


richeſt foretaſte of immortal felicity ? 


Our hearts are filled with anguiſh, and our bo- 
ſoms fired with reſentment, when we behold the 


edge of all our exhortations, but more eſpecially 
the admonitions of the great Gon, blunted. by 


your indolence; when we ſee religion, the hand- 


* maid of all your inferior affairs, and the greateſt 


bleſſing heaven can beſtow, treated with indiffer- 
eh as a thing of little or no conſequence, Yeſ- 
terday 
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terday probably fome of you aroſe early in the 
morning to attend to your reſpeRive warldly 
vacations, and tp make up for the ſhortneſs of 
the day, by your, diligence and activity. You 
were ſolieitous to ſurmount every obſtacle that lay 
in your way, and were deſirous of proſecuting 
your affairs without intermiſhon. This is the way 
in which you ſpend thoſe days which Gos has ap- 
pointed for your, own peculiar work ; but part 
of thoſe days which be has ſet apart for the wor- 
hip of himſelf, when he condeſcends to bleſs you, 
with the manifeſtation of his preſence, and the 
rich ſupply of your wants; you conſume in ſleep. 
Your indolence will not permit you perhaps to en- 
ter the houſe of Goon, till the moſt ſolemn part 


of his worſhip is performed, and then you inter- 


rupt our ſocial devotion, and ſpread confuſion 
through the whole aſſembly, by your unſeaſona- 
ble noiſe in entering your ſeats; and draw off 
the attention of many ſpeQators, who are too 
ready to indulge themſelyes in looking about, 
when. nothing particular preſents itfelf to view, to 
excuſe their conduct. Or perhaps, which is ſtill 
more painful to us, and reproachful to yourſelves, 
you conſume half the ſacred day of Gov in your 
own habitations in indolence and ſupineneſs; eſpe- 
cially when the coldneſs of the day, or the lcalt 
indiſpoſition of body or mind, can furniſh you 
with an excuſe to vindicate your conduct; an ex- 

: cuſe, 
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cuſe, which you would not, you dare not make 
at the tribunal of heaven, 

If we turn from the public ſolemnities of the 
ſabbath, and advert to ſocial acts of worſhip of a 
more private nature, that are ſo admirably adapt- 
ed to diffuſe a ſpirit of brotherly love, and 
quicken the ſpirit of religion among you ; are you 
to be found attending to them? We remember 


| how it was with you once, and if we fay remem- 


ber it with pain and regret, it would not be 


ſufficient to expreſs the ſenſations, the remem- 


brance of it excites, when we conſider your pre- 


ſent circumſtances. Thoſe crowded ſeats we then 
beheld, that ready, early, conſtant attendance 
you paid, which ſcarcely any thing would inter- 
rupt that was not abſolutely neceſſary to be attend- 
ed to; form a too obvious and lamentable con- 
traſt, between the former and preſent ſtate of 


your ſouls. Alas! backſliding is written on your 


preſent conduct in the moſt legible charaQers. 


Perhaps you are ready to ſay, Buſmeſs pre- 
vents you.” This we acknowledge is a ſtrong and 
laudable excuſe for ſome, but not for all. Provi- 


dence has ſo favored ſome, as that they are not 


entangled with the concerns of life, ſo as to be 


thereby prevented from attending the ſocial as 


of worſhip of a private nature. And will ſuch of 
* as are thus neh * abuſe the boun- 
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ties of providence ? Shall theſe quench the fire of 


your devotion? Were they not deſigned to 


quicken your gratitude, and inflame your zeal ? 
Shall your ſouls then be entangled with the 
world, when heaven hath ſet you free ? Shall you 
under the pretence of attending to worldly bufi- 
neſs and human avocations, be detained from the 
worſhip of Go? Can you think of buſineſs ſo 
momentous, of objets ſo important, as thoſe 
whieh reſpett the ſalvation of your ſouls, the revi- 
val of a cold, backſliding church, the reformation 
of a prophane, luxurious, profligate people, and 
the deliverance of a ſinking, and almoſt ruined na- 
tion ? And theſe are the grand objects that ſolicit 
your regard, and demand your attention. Once 
they ſpoke not in vain. The time was when 


E: they would have driven you to the houſe of Goo, 


to enquire in his temple, and like the truly patrio- 
tic ſaints of old, to have prayed, ** Spare ay peo- 
ple, — Revive thy church. 

Alas! alas! How is the ſcene reverſed. with 
many of us, who juſtly merit the charge contain- 
ed in the text! Our fouls are languid, the malady 
is not felt, Providence frowns on us, calamities 
opprels us, dangers thicken around us, and the 
heavens blacken over our heads; and we are 
amongſt the laſt who ſtand in the gap, to plead 
with a God who is viſibly departing, 


We 
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preſent, - thoſe ſacred caverns and confecraed 
woods, that were once the hallowed tempies of 

your vencrable: anceſtors, when perſecunion hunt- 
act chem from the buſier! hauuts of malicious men; 
tit ſpot that ſo! often: ſolicits your- preſence in 


vain, : your-former zeal and preſent coldneſs3 we 
call all theſe to witneſs, whether When we! call 
ſome of you backſliders,. there id any brech of 
candor on dur ſide; or any: injuſtice done to your 
Fheſe we apprebend- are tie outlines of à cha- 
facter in the church of CA AIS, deſcribed in our 
text under tbe expreflive! name of @ backſlider ; 
a character chat renders the Chriſtian church too 
Rriking an antitypo of tho worſt part of the Jewiſh 
chureh; in its proneneſs te depart from Cod, and 
the putity of his worſhip, to wander alter lying 
vanities, and deſpicable idols, at the ſame time that 
they: called themſelves by: Gon's name, and pro- 
feſſed attachment to him. This was the difpoſi- 
tion, and condutt, that.extarted- that poignant re- 
proof from the prophet, Elijah recorded, 1 Kings 
xvili. 21. a reproof that loſes none of its energy 
when applied to the perſons, whoſe n 
have been deſcribing 

We ſhall now cloſe the preſent- diſcourſe: with 
the two. following refledions. The firſt reflects 
diſgrace upon us the ſecond reflects a glory 
upon Gop. 


1. We 
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1. We refle how diſingenuous and ungrate- 
ful it is, for a Chriſtian to merit the name of a 
backſlider. To depart from any thing that has 
real intrinſie excellence, is a ſad diſcovery of 
fickleneſs, folly, or infidelity. And according to 
the degree of excellence any objeR poſſeſſes, will 
be the folly in departing from it. The preſent 
lukewarmneſs of a backſliding Chriſtian, either 
ſtigmatizes his former zeal with intemperance and 
folly, or elſe ſtands condemned by it, for the folly 
and inconſiſtency he diſcovers in departing from it; 
and at the ſame time reproaches him for increaſing 
in indifference, as the objeas of his purſuit 
increaſe in importance; and for decreafing in 
gratitude, as his obligations are multiplied. What! 
can you ſee nothing in all your former vivacity, 
but a kind of ſpiritual intoxication ? Was that holy 
zeal, which once quickened your devotions, and 
rendered you ſuperior to your difficulties, nothing 
but the wild effuſions of paſſion, without any mix- 
ture of judgment? Was that glowing affeQtion, 
which transfuſed itſelf through all the powers of 
your ſouls, which ſweetened your meditation, 
quickened you in prayer, and animated you to 
purſue ſuch methods as were calculated to pro- 
mote the intereſt of Cyz1sT ; nothing but frenzy? 
You dare not conſider it in ſo depreciating a 


light, leſt you caſt a diſhonorable reflection, not 
only. on the beſt part of your own life ; but alſo 
E on 
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on che molt reſpetable'part of the lives of good 
men in the preſent day, and in paſt ages of the 
world. You have then no alternative. To you 
the reproach belongs. And you muſt acknow- 
ledge it juſt, Alas ! How inconſiſtent your con- 
duct! Is not the favor of Gop as momentous now, 
as it ever was ? Then why are you ſo indifferent 
about your intereſt in it? Is not Ixsus as preci- 
ous now, as he was once? Then why is your af- 
ſeQion to him abated ? Are not your ſouls as va- 
luable as ever? Then why do you neglett their 
eternal intereſt? Is not heaven as glorious now, 
as when you firſt declared yourſelves candidates 
for it ? Then why does your attachment to earth, 
increaſe in proportion as the period of your con- 
tinuance on it ſhortens? Why are ye till ena- 
moared with ſhadows, on the very confines of the 
land of eternal realities? To call your conduct 
then fooliſh, ungrateful, inconſiſtent ; is to give 
it the gentleſt names its nature will admit of. And 
we leave you to contemplate the objects with 
which you are ſurrounded, animate and inani- 
mate ; who would, had they the faculty of ſpeech, 
with one united voice, ſtigmatize your condutt, 
and ſecond our reproofs. The general voice of 
nature, though in dumb, yet in expreſſive ora- 
tory, upbraids you ſor your folly. Behold the 
rolling iun, and the revolving ſtars, the circling 
years, and whirling days ; ſee if they have abated 


in 


350 


in ſervor, rapidity, and conſtancy, ſince firſt the 
ſovereign being, who marked their reſpeQiive 
courſes, commanded them to move. Is nature 
perverted? Does midnight involve us in dark- 
neſs, when the day ſhould ſhine upon us? Do 
winters freeze, when ſummers ſuns ſhould warm? 
Do fickening autumns droop, when blooming 
ſprings ſhould ſmile ? Or planets loiter, inſtead of 
rolling round in their appointed paths? No, nature 
continues its uniform courſe. The whole reproach 
ariſing from ſuch inconſiſtent conduct, * on the 
cold Wer 9 4 2 
2. The bert cefleRion we 8 tends to glorify 
Gov, as the Gop of grace, by holding up to view 
his invariable goodneſs, and exhauſtleſs patience, 
towards thoſe who are the objects of his love. 
The ſcripture aſſures us, that It is becauſe Gov 
changeth not, in his goodneſs and love, that we''are 
not conſumed, Mal, iii. 6. And ſurely we need no 
other confirmation of the immutability of the di- 
vine love, than Gop's condutt towards - his back- 
ſliding children, whom we have been endeavours 
ing to deſcribe. - Were the divine mind ſubje 
19 mutation, and ſuſceptible of thoſe itmprefliohs 
of anger, which are made on ibe minds of Hg 
creatures, by inſulting provocations of various 
kinds, ſome of you; who! have heard us to-day,” 
would not be reproved in {6 gentle a manner, as 
1 E 2 that 
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that which has been often uſed. But the anger of 
the Lox D would wax hot againſt you, and the 
ſmart of his rod would effect that, which we in 
vain ftrive to promote, by our moſt affectionate 
calls and expoſtulations. We are beyond mea- 
ſure aſtoniſhed at the divine patience, which is 
lenghtened out towards you, when ve behold 
you, amuſing yourſelves vith things of the moſt 
trifling nature, to the negle@ of Gon's precepts, 
while the thunders of almighty - vengeance' rattle 
over your heads. Unfeeling creatures that we are 
Will nothing bring us hack to ogr former zeal, 
and awaken our ſouls from that indifferent ſtate, 
in which we have too long indulged ourſelves ? 
Gop's goodneſs to his people, is as unbounded as 
his eſſence. At what period ſhallꝰwe begin to 
recount, his praiſe ? The limits of creation, are too 
narrow, to comprehend his benevolence to men. 
Our wondering ſpirits fly back to eternity, when 
we ;contemplate the divine love. It ſurpaſſes the 
remembrance of angels, and was prior to their 
exiſtence, If we trace it out, as diſplayed in time, 


ve ſhall ſee that it is ſtill the ſame; notwithſtand- 
ing the revolutions that take place in the world, 


and the innumerable provocations of the ſons of 
men. We have to- day the brighteſt evidence of 
its invariable ſtability.afforded us, in our own caſe; 
whoſe ingratitude, perverſeneſs and idolatry; 
would have exhauſted ĩhe patience, and quenched 
"HR 0 the 
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the love of the moſt benevolent created being of 
awaken our Aupitt fouls, and bring us to that re- 
pentance, which we wiſh to excite ; but which we 
are confident we ſhall attempt in vain, unleſs. a 
ſpark from the heavenly; althy firſt melt our frozen 
hearts. xt 

We have one requeſt to make with which we 
fhall cloſe our preſent meditations. We beſeech 
you by the bowels of the Logy J=sus Carisr ; 
by the tender mercies of our Gop; by every tie 
that binds, and every conſideration that ſhould 
awaken ; to examine yourſelves, and to do it with 
all that impartiality that the importance of the duty 
demands. Let every profeſling Chriſtian, aſk 
himſelf ſuch queſtions as theſe, and let conſci- 
ence ** uninfluenced and ſuffered to ſpeak out” 
faithfully anſwer. © Am I like a barren fig tree 
in Cuz1sT's plantation? Why do I ſtill ſtand ? 
Why am I not cut down, as a cumberer of the 
ground? Or have I been an unfaithful and indo- 
lent ſteward ? What will be the ſentence my maſ- 
ter will pronounce againſt me, at the great day of 
account? What is my preſent ſtate? Where will 
be my future abode ? What does diſtinguiſh me 
in time? And how ſhall I be conveyed ſafely to 
another world ? Sacred fountain of intelligence ! 
Thou Gop of all wiſdom ! Diſpel thoſe clouds of 
darkneſs that cover my mind, Shine in upon my 
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ſoul with rays of divine light. Suffer me not to 
continue in a ſtate of uncertainty. Let me not 
look forwards with anxiety, Have I a ſpark of 
zeal ! > Blow it up to a flame. Do my. feet yet 
ſtand in thy ways? Confirm me. Have I back- 
liden ? Reclaim me. Is my roving heart too 
prone to wander ? Confine the fugitive within thy 
arms ; let the bands of love keep it from wander- 
ing again, and a ſenſe of he and honor 
eternally bind it to thyſelf,” “ 
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DISCOURSE I. 
JEREMIAH iii. 12. 


Go and proclaim theſe words towards the north, and 
ſay, Return thou backſliding Iſrael, jaith the Logo, 
and I will not cauſe mine anger to fall upon you. 


RY aloud, and ſpare not, lift up thy voice 

like a trumpet, and ſhew my people their 
tranſgreſſion, was the command of God to one of 
the ancient prophets, Jai. lviii. 1. A command 
that is equally binding on all Gop's miniſters, and 
that continues ſtill in its full force. It was in 
obedience to this command, and others of a ſimi- 
lar nature, that we lately addreſſed you, in a man- 
ner that was not perhaps altogether pleaſing to 
you ; but which the circumſtances of too many 
profeſſing Chriſtians call for; which was incum- 
bent on us, in order to perform our duty with 
fidelity ; and which our unfeigned regard for you, 
cauſed us to adopt, For muſt we behold the aw - 
ful 
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ful inſtances of your ingratitude and folly, and 
not point out the impropriety of your conduct? 
Muſt we be filent when we fee you backſliding 
from Gop ? And may a Chriſtian forſake Gop 
the fountain of living waters, and hew out unto 
himſelf ciſterns, broken ciſterns, that can hold no 
water, and yet not be told of his folly and danger? 
This is what we dare not aſſert, and what you 
ought not to believe, We attempted in the pre- 
ceding diſcourſe, to give you a deſcription of a 
backſlider ; and to point out to you the various 
inſtances in which a Chriſtian may backſlide. We 
hope that what has been faid will not be altoge- 
ther in vain ; but that a ſenſe of the propriety of 
our former remarks, has prepared your minds for 
what we are now going to ſay. | 

We therefore enter on the ſecond part of the 
ſubjett before us; which is the call of ]Jznovan, 
to his backſliding Iſrael, to return. Return thou 
backſliding Iſrael, ſaith the Lox ; that is, Con- 
fider thy ways—Repent, and do thy firſt works— 
Awake from thy ſlumber Shake off thy indotence 
—Return to thy former zeal, and vivacity—Let 
the idols of earth no longer divide, thy affeQtions, 
but let Gov, religion, the Redeemer's. intereſt, 
and thy ſoul's ſalvation, be thy all in all. To in- 


force theſe exhortations, permit us to uſe the fol- 
lowing motives. | 


1. Refle& 


! 


1. Reflect on the love of Gop manifeſted to- 
wards you. 

God is love; love in himſelf; and he has diſ- 
played his love to you in the brighteſt manner, Is 
there, Chriſtians, a ſpark of gratitude in your bo- 
ſoms, after all the various methods you have taken 
to extinguiſh it? Can you then any longer bear 
the charatter of a backſlider, when you reflect on 
the unbounded benevolence of Gon manifeſted 
to you? His love is from everlaſting to everlaſting, 
It is great beyond all poſſible conception. It paſſeth 
knowledge. It originated in his own eternal mind, 
and was in due time diſplayed in the moſt aſtoniſh- | 
ing manner, in the gift of the Lozy Jes us 
Cunrsr. God fo loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten ſon, that whoſoever believeth in 
him might not periſh, but haye everlaſting life ; 
that ſinners may be delivered from deſerved miſery, 
and raiſed to unmerited felicity. Gop ſent his Son 
into the world, as an effe& and manifeſtation of 
his love towards you, to work out a righteouſneſs 
for your juſtification, and to make an atonement 
for your fins. He has ſent his Spirit to renovate 
your nature, to enlighten your underſtandings, 
ſubdue your wills, and ſpiritualize your affections; 
and hereby meeten you for the enjoyment of that 
felicity which he has prepared for x in the 
realms of bliſs. 


F When 
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When we conſider theſe diſplays of the divine 
benevolence towards us, we are aſtoniſhed to 
think that our love ſhould be ſo cold, and our 
obedience ſo defective. Gop has loved us miſera- 
ble beings, and in conſequence of it, has promiſ- 
ed to beſtow upon us, that refined happineſs, that 
is ſpiritual in its nature, perfect in its degree, and 
eternal in its duration. What ſad return do we 
make for ſuch favors, when we ſuffer our hearts 
to wander after lying vanities, inſtead of being 
fixed upon Gop ? He has loved us who rebelled 
againſt him, and contrived a plan of redemption, 
that diſplays his mercy and inſures our ſafety. 
How great then is our ingratitude, in violating his 
laws, and rejeQing his authority? As Gov is un- 
changeable in his nature, he is invariable in his 
love. Can words then deſcribe the ingratitude of 
backſliding from him in affection or conduit ? Do 
not the diſplays of God's love lay us under the 
ſtrongeſt obligations to him? And ſhall we after 
all depart from him ? How loſt to all ſenſe of gra- 
iſtude muſt we be, not to be aſhamed of our con- 
dud, when ve reflect on the imperfet manner in 
which we diſcharge the obligations we are under, 
ariſing from the love of God? What can ſoften 
our hearts, quicken our gratitude, and awaken us 
from our ſtupidity, if theſe motives do not in- 
fiuence us? 


We 
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We uſe not motives of terror, becauſe thoſe 
that ariſe from love are of a more powerful na- 
ture, where gratitude prevailss We love him, 
ſaith the apoſtle John, becauſe he hath firſt lov- 
ed us. If the terror of Gop's threatenings in- 
fluence you more than the divine love ; it is not 
becauſe it is in its own nature more powerful, but 
it is owing to the laviſh principles that actuate 
your mind. The love of CrrtisT conſtraineth 
us, ſays the grateful apoſtle ; and Goo himſelf 
uſes the ſame motive, in another place, when he 
calls on backſliders to return, Jer. iii. 14. 


2, Our next motive is derived from the ſuffer- 
ings of him who died for you. 
We are aſſured by the apoſtle Paul, that the 
death of the Son of Gop conſtitutes one of the 
| ſtrongeſt motives to obedience, and it ought there- 
fore to influence thoſe who name the name of 
Cuxisr to depart from all iniquity, 2 Cor. v. 15. 
It is a very juſt obſervation frequently made by 
miniſters, That the evil of fin no where more 
ſtrikingly appears than in the ſufferings and death 
of the Son of Gop. And are the ſins of profeſſing 
Chriſtians leſs odious than thoſe of others ? Cer- 
tainly they are not; but on the contrary are fre- 
guently attended with circumſtances peculiarly 
aggravating. Would we ſee the evil of fin? Let 
us direct our views to Gethſemane, and from thence 
F 2 follow 
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follow the Redeemer of mankind to Golgotha, and 
conſider the various afflitions of mind and body, 
with which he was exerciſed. He was preſſed to 
the ground with a. weight of ſorrows, being in- 
ſulted by men, and forſaken by his Gop. He was 
arreſted by a ruffian band, and dragged away in the 
moſtoutrageous manner. He was inhumanly ſcourg- 
ed with cords—arrayed in an inſulting purple robe 
--pierced with a crown of thorns--mocked with blaſ- 
phemous tongues— ſmitten with unhallowed hands 
—accuſed by a malevolent rabble—and condemn- 
ed to death by the ſame impious mouth that an- 
nounced his innocence. He was at length ſtrip- 
ped, and nailed to an ignominious tree, and there 
we may behold him ſuffering, bleeding, and dy- 
ing for ſin. Where then is the backſliding Chriſ- 
tian that is not ready to ſay to himſelf, © Re- 
member thou unfeeling backſlider, that thy for- 
mer fins put him to death, and thy preſent open 
all his wounds, and make them bleed afreſh. It 
was for thy fins the Redeemer ſuffered. And 
canſt thou then love fin which crucified thy beſt 
friend, the compaſſionate Savior ? Wouldſt thou 
crucify the Son of Gop afreſh, and again exhibit 
the awful ſcene of agony and infamy ? Conſider 
that thy fins were the enemies that flew him, and 
the awful inſtances of thy ingratitude and folly in 
backſliding from Gov, pierce him to the heart.” 

Did 
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Did we poſſeſs any degree of compaſſion, ſenſi- 
bility, or gratitude, how would it pain us to re- 
{left on the bitter ſufferings of our dear Redeemer, 
who died to deliver us from hell, and raiſe us to 
glory, and at the ſame time to conſider the cold- 
neſs of our love to him, the languor of our deſires 
after him, the little regard we have for his honor, 
and the imperfettion of that obedience we pay to 
his commands. We beſeech you then by all the 
tender motives that ariſe from the compaſſion, 
ſufferings, and death of the Son of Gop, to re- 
turn unto the Loxy. Realize the divine love; 
and may that bind your hearts eternally to him 
who loved you and gave himſelf for you. You 
are under the ſtrongeſt obligations to obedience. 
And will you not then devote your life to the ſer- 
vice of him who died for you? This would be 
but a poor return for ſuch favors as CHRIST has 
beſtowed upon you. Perpetual praiſe will not 
diſcharge the obligations you are under to his 
blood. May a deep ſenſe of the greatneſs of bis 
love in dying for you, be imprefſed upon your 
minds ; and may it have a happy influence upon 
your conduct! May it tend to bring you back to 
that Gop from whom you have departed, keep 
you from backſliding from him any more, and 
cauſe you to live continually to his glory ! 


3. Our 
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3. Our third motive 1s derived from the awful 
conſideration of dying in ſuch a ſtate of departure 
from Gov. | 

Let us then ſuppoſe ourſelves in the chamber of 
one of our fellow creatures who is juſt expiring. 
He looks back upon his paſt conduct with diſ- 
treſs ; he looks forward to an awful eternity with 
anxiety, His fleſh and heart fail him. The 
whole frame of nature is almoſt diſſolved. The 
tabernacle is rendered untenantable to its immor- 
tal inhabitant. The ſoul muſt ſorſake the body; 
but it dreads to leave it. To go backward, is im- 
poſſible, to look forward, is terrible. It trembles 
on the verge of the flood, which in an hour more 


it muſt inevitably ſtem. It has no aſſurance of a 


pilot, to condutt it over the awful ocean ; nor of 
a friend to welcome its arrival on the unknown 
ſhore. The hopes of the dying man are faint ; 
but his fears are ſtrong, His proſpect is bound- 
ed by clouds of darkneſs ; he ſhuts his eyes in ſad 
uncertainty reſpecting his everlaſting ſtate ; and 
opens them in an unknown world. 

We by no means pretend to form any deciſive 
ideas concerning the future condition ot a perſon 
who expires with faint hopes, and diſtracting fears, 
nor would we even venture to ſuggeſt what is the - 
moſt probable opinion reſpecting it. We will ſup- 
pole we knew nothing of the life of ſuch an one, 
but only ſpeak of his death, in order to ſet forth 
ſomewhat 
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ſomewhat of the horrors of mind, a ſinful mortal 
experiences in his dying moments, who is not ſup- 
ported by a ſcriptural and well-founded hope of 
intereſt in the divine favor, through the merito- 
rious ſufferings of him, who hath aboliſhed death, 
and brought life and immortality to light by the 
goſpel. As nothing but real religion can diſarm 
death of its power, take away its ſting, and ſup- 
port the mind in its near approach ; it muſt be 
very alarming to a cold backſlider, to expect to 
be viſited by this gloomy king of terrors, in a 
ſtate of departure from Gop, when the power of 
religion is little felt. For one whoſe deportment 
has made it doubtful what his real ſtate is, to re- 
joice in the proſpe& of diffolution, argues fad 
ſtupidity. How many awful warnings has our di- 
vine Maſter given us, to be in a waiting poſture 
for the approach of death! The parable of the 
ten virgins is an awful illuſtration of this, Mat. xxv. 
What diſtracting terror, and inſupportable diſ- 
treſs, ſhould you experience do you think, if 
your ſlumbers to night, were to be diſturbed by 
this alarming ſummons, * Prepare to meet thy 
Gon.” A ſummons that will not be revoked, how 
dreadful ſoever it may be. Who can realize the 
awful event that will then take place without being 
alarmed ? Who does not tremble at the conſide- 
ration, that in a little time all the tendereſt ties of 
human life will be diflolved, and the immortal 
foul 
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ſoul ſent into an eternal world of happineſs or mi- 
ſery ? Tis natural for us to recoil at the idea of a 
diſſolution. *Tis awful to reflect, that ſoon, our 
eyes will be darkened, our tongues ſealed up in 
filence, and our hands and feet will be cold, ſtiff, 
and motionleſs, like thoſe of a marble ſtatue; we 
ſhall ſee no more, feel no more, ſpeak no more, 
hear no more, and all the objects of nature with 
reſpett to us, will be concealed in darkneſs. To 
feel the pangs of death, is ſtill more dreadful. But 
in that awful ſeaſon, to be uncertain of our real 
character, and doubtful of our future deſtiny, to 
be deſtitute of chat bope of intereſt in CurisT, 
which ſpoils death of its ſting, and of that aſſur- 
ance of future happineſs, which would ſupport the 
ſoul in the near views of eternity; muſt be un- 
ſpeakably awful. Then, death appears in all its 
horrors, and eternity wears the blackeſt aſpeQ. 

If then you would avoid the ſad experience of 
ſuch anxiety, in an hour when you will in a pe- 
culiar manner need the ſpecial aids of genuine re- 
ligion, if you wiſh to bear a noble eſtimony to 
the reality and excellence of religion with your 
dying breath; if you would have the cvening of 
time irradiated by the dawning of eternity; Awake, 
arouſe backſliding Chriſtians, from your wretcned 
delirium, and return to your former vivacity, and 
zeal, Trim your lamps, ye ſlumbering virgins, 
leſt at midnight the Bridegroom come, and find 

you 
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you fleeping. Realize your frailty ; converſe 
with death; and make yourſelves familiar with 
this your laſt enemy, leſt he come upon you in an 
unexpedted moment, and fill your fouls with hor- 
ror, and your ſun go down in awful darkneſs, 
Live then much with Goo, and live much unto 
bim. Let the full blaze of eternal objects, eclipſe 
the faint glimmering of earthly things; for the one 
will illuminate the gloomy valley of the ſhadow of 
death, when you are called to paſs through it, 
but the other will add horror to its darkneſs. Be 
ſober; for you muſt ſurely die. Be ready ; for 
there is but a ſtep between you and death. Be 
watchful ; for death may come, when you look 
not for him. To-morrow, to-day, this moment, 
may for ought you know, put a period to your 
preſent exiſtence, Who then would ſleep when 
death was at the door ? Who then would conſume 
his time in indolence, fince life is ſo ſhort and fo 
uncertain ? Our days are even as an hand-breadth. 
Our life is as a vapour that paſſeth away. Per- 
haps the next moment you may be introduced 
either to the enjoyment of the bliſs of heaven, or 
calt into the torments of hell. Awake then from 
your lethargic ſtate, and return unto the Lozp, 


4. Do you at all regard the proſperity of your 
ſouls ? Then return from whence ye are fallen, 
repent, and do your firſt works. 

G We 


( 50 ) 
We are ſolicitous enough wich reſpekt to our 
bodies, and are anxious to promote their caſe and 
honor. They are the fruitful parems of a chou- 
ſand cares. How ſenſual is the nature of man! 
To'aggrandize bis frail body with a momentary 
ſptendor, and to promote its felicity, ſupetb ha. 
bitations mult he erekted, and victims continual- 
ly bleed; phyſicians muſt ſtudy, artificers toil; 
the globe! be compaſſed, and univerſal nature ran- 
ſacked: But his ſou may dwell in darkneſs, feed 
on huſks, and bleed with” wounds, and have but 
little attention paid it, though it deſerves the 
greateſt. Thus man regards the cabinet, but ne- 
gleQs' the valuable treaſure it contains. That 
thoſe who are entirely ignorant of the worth of 
their precious and immortal ſouls; ſhould act fach 
a part, is not ſo ftrange'; but that you 'who have 
declared, that ybur ſupreme happineſs ariſes from 
ſpiritual 'ehjoyments,”and that all the attention 
that is paid to the body, ſhould be ſubſervient to 
the happineſs of the ſoul; that you ſhould imi- 
tate them in this reſpet, is very aſtoniſhing; and 
that you do, your conduct in e Frum 
'Gov ſufficiently demonſtrates. 
If then you poſſeſs any of thoſe noble pthc 
ples that are communicated by regenerating grace, 
can it be a matter of indifference with'you, whe- 
ther your immortal foul, your better part, which 
raiſes you high above the common ſcale of animal 
| exiſtence, 
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exiſtence, be healthful or fickly ; be vigorous or 
ſeeble j be fruitſul or barren ? Your ſoul is a gem 
which heaven itſelf has poliſhed, and are you not 
concerned whether it increaſes in luſtre, or be 
tarniſhed and obſcured ? If then the proſperity of 
your ſouls be valued by you, if you wiſh to attain 
that ſpiritual activity, that will enable you to run 
the Chriſtian race with pleaſure and ſpeed ; awake 
from your ſpiritual ſlumber, and return from your 
backſlidings, leſt whilſt you purſue. the glittering 
trifles of earth, that attract your attention, and 
neglet the ſublime realities of religion, God give 
you the tranſient enjoyment of a momentary good, 
and ſend laſting leanneſs into your ſouls, 


Palm cvi. 15. 


5. Conſider ye backſliding Chriſtians, the fad 
effects your conduct will produce in your fellow- 

creatures. RY | 
We may divide theſe into two claſſes; in one 
of them we will place your fellow Chriſtians; and 
in the other the unbelieving and impenitent part 
of mankind. Both of theſe behold your actions, 
and according to the light in which they yiew 
them, will they be affected. Thoſe of your ie}- 
| low Chriſtians who are ſpiritual and lively, will 
behold you with painful ſenſations, and like the 
prophets of old will weep in ſecret places on ac- 
count of your folly and ingratitude; and thus you 
G 2 will, 
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will be the cauſe of ſadneſs in the minds. of thoſe 
whom the Loxp would not have fad. - If they be 
weak and inexperienced, your inconſiſtent con- 
duQ may produce theſe two awful effetts: 
v 

Firſt, It may ſtagger, confound and ſtumble 
them, and give them occaſion to ſuſpett that reli- 
gion is more a name, than a reality, both with re- 
ſpe to themſelves and others; and thus inſtead 
of eſtabliſhing them in the good ways of Gov, 
you will fill their minds with gloomy fears, that 
would prove deſtruQtive to their happineſs, and 
diſhonorable to Goo. 


Secondly, It may produce an effect ſtill more 
awful. It may cauſe thoſe who entertain an high 
opinion of your wiſdom and piety, and who wiſh 
to imitate your example, to catch the infection, 
and to tread in thoſe ſteps which would lead them 
far from Gov and happineſs. The poiſon of a 
bad example may prove more injurious to the 
church of CARISsT, than the ſharpeſt ſword of per- 
ſecution, as depraved men are more ready to fol- 
low bad examples than good ones, and more eſpe- 
cially if they have exalted ideas of thoſe who ſet 
them. Chriſtians of little experience are too 
ready to think, that there can be no criminality 
attending the pradtice of thoſe things, in which 
they ſee perſons of ſuperior attainments in reli- 

: gion, 
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gion, indulging themſelves. They are ready to 
fay, Can the gratification of ſuch or ſuch a paſ- 
ſion be criminal in me, ſince I ſee other Chriſtians 
indulging themſelves in it? How can that be a 
crime in me, which is innocence in others? And 
whence have others a licence for thoſe practices, 
that are not lawful for me? Upon the ſame plan 
of reaſoning, they may palliate fin when commit- 
ted, and thereby harden their conſciences. And 
theſe are ſome of the ſad effects, which che con- 
duct of backſliding Chriſtians tends to promote. 
Ought they not then to tremble when they read 
ſuch words as theſe, Woe unto them by whom 
offences come? 

But this is not all, Your behavior will extend 
its influence to the people of the world ; for though 
they will not imitate your virtues, they will your 
vices, and fo plunge themſelves deeper and deeper 
in fin, through the miſconduR of thoſe who ought 
to be the lights of the world. They expett much 
more from you than from others, and if you diſap- 
point their expectations you confirm them in 
their averſion to religion, and in the ideas they 
entertain of it. And hence they become more 
fortified againſt the reproofs of their own conſci- 
ences, of miniſters, or of the holy ſcriptures ; 
they work all kind of abominations with greedi- 
neſs, and are more confirmed in their evil courſes, 

| It 
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If then you feel any regard for your fellow 
Chriſtians, whom your conduct grieves; if their 
welfare lies near your heart; if you would not 
ſtumble the weak, and embolden che preſump- 
tuous ; obey the voice of him who bids you re- 
turn from the flippery paths of folly, that are deſ- 
iructive to the proſperity of * own ſouls, and 
— to others. | 
23/1 1 +1 
ol 6. Confider the Wende character you bear 
here below, and the exalted expectations you en- 
tertain with reſpect to another world. 

Have you no ambition to maintain that pro- 
priety of conduct, and dignity of character, that 
would render you ſuperior to her common vota- 
ries? Men are frequently influenced by ambition, 
in the purſuit of worldly objefts. If their honor 
be impeached, they are fired with reſentment, and 
ſtimulated to the performance of ſome of the 
nobleſt actions of their lives, in order to reſtore it. 
Will you then call yourſelves Sons of God, heirs 
of glory, joint heirs-with IEsus CuRIST, and the 
-expeCants of a bliſsful immortality, and not live in 
ſome degree up to your character? Will you ſay 
that earth is the place of your pilgrimage, and 
heaven your home, and give us no other evi- 
dence of it, than your bare aſſertion ? Shall your 
fouls then cleave unto the duſt, inſtead of aſcend- 
ing towards heaven? Shall toys and ſhadows amuſe 
you, 
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you, while a crown of glory is in view, and an 
everlaſting kingdom invites your attention? Can 
you remember your union with the Gos of hea- 
ven, and ſet your affections on the idols of earth ? 


How do you forget your character ! How do you 


degrade your heavenly birth! Let then the con- 
fideration of what you now are, and what you 
expect ſhortly to be, ſhame you-for your paſt fol- 
ly, and inſpire you with an holy ambition to act 
more viſely for the future. As earth is too con- 
fined for your happineſs, ſo let it be for your 
wiſhes. Deſpiſe that intercourſe with earthly ob- 
je tts, which interrupts your communion wich hea- 
ven. Reflect on your heavenly birth; conſider 
your exalted charaQer ; contemplate the various 
providential favors' Gop beſtows upon you, but 
eſpecially thei bleſſings of his grace ; and above all 
realize that felicity you will enjoy in the realms 
of bliſs to all eternity. Can you - Chriſtians think 
of theſe things, and not be aſhamed of your back- 
ſlidings? Can you reflect on the dignity of your 
character, and the inconſiſtency of your conduct, 
and not bluſſ ? Can you look forward to another 
world, and not be fired with ambition? Conſider 
the honors that will then be beſtowed upon you, 
the happineſs you will experience, and the com- 
pany with which you will affociate; and then ſay 
with the apoſtle, Seeing we look for ſuch things 


as 
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as theſe, what manner of perſons ought we to be 
in all bevy . and Re 2 Pet. iii. 11, 


7. The laſt motive. we ſhall mention is the call 
of Jznovan bimſelf. 

Tis the voice of heaven that is now addreſſing 
Poe in the language of me . Return thou 
backſliding Iſrael. 

All the motives we can a to you are con- 
tained in this. Gop beholds your backſliding, 
and diſapproves of it. Gop.beholds it and com- 
mands you to return. If the energy of the di- 
vine call be at all weakened by the imaginary 
diſtance and inviſibility of him that makes it, this 
is owing to the veil of darkneſs chat divides you 
from bim. Suppoſe that the divine being were to 
rend the ſkies, tio come down, to appear in ſome 
ſuch awfully glorious manner as he did to Mofes 
on the top of Sinai, and then to call upon you 
to return: Do you think that ſuch a call would 
be more authoritative than that in our text? In 
no wiſe. And yet were Gop to addreſs you in 
ſuch a way, what words could deſcribe the mad- 
neſs and obſlinacy of a moment's diſobedience? 
And is not this the part you have often acted fince 
your feet began to wander in the paths of fin 
and folly? And will you not att the ſame- part 
to-day, if our preſent feeble endeavors to reclaim 

you, 
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you, be rendered ineffectual by your continued 
obſtinacy ? y 

In the name then, and by the authority of the 
great Gop, we again addreſs you in the language 
of the text, Return thou backſliding Iſrael. If 
you rejett this call, you caſt contempt not only 
on us, but on him who ſent us. If love then does 
not influence you to obedience, let terrors induce 
you to obey the call; and let the tremendous 
voice of that Gop, who ſpake the univerſe into 
exiſtence, arouſe and alarm you, leſt he pour 
down his judgments upon you to excite that at- 
tention which you now withold. | 

We now leave this part of our ſubject, hoping 
that it is unneceſſary to produce any more mo- 
tives, and therefore enter on the laſt part of the 
text, which is the promiſe Gop annexes to the 
call, I will not cauſe mine anger to fall upon 
you. 5 
Perhaps the moſt awful part of our ſubjeQ is 
contained in this mode of expreſſion. And it cer- 
tainly will be ſo, with reſpett to you, if it ſhould 
appear we have been laboring in vain. If thou 
return, I will not cauſe mine anger to fall upon 


you ; that is, thou halt by thy fin and folly de- 


. ſerved thoſe corredtions, which have been bither- 
to witheld. Still I ſtay my hand; Return there- 
fore and I will cauſe mine anger to paſs away ; 
which ſeems ſtrongly to imply, that an obſtinate 

I per- 
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perſeverance in backſliding, will ſooner or later, 
inevitably bring down on us the judgments of hea- 
ven; the truth of which is confirmed by the diſ- 
penſations of God to his church in all ages. 
Lt us now conſider in what way 'Gop chaſtiſes 
his people for their backſlidings from him; firſt 
with reſped to the church as a colleAive body, 
and ſecondly as individual members. 


1. Firſt then Gov hath chaſtized his church, for 
their backſlidings conſidered in a collective view. 
To ſay nothing of the various, repeated cor- 
rections of God's people of old, inflicted on them 
by heatheniſh, idolatrous princes; to make no 
mention of the Pharaohs, Sennacheribs, Nebu- 
chadnezars, Antiochuſes, &c. let looſe by heaven 
to ſcourge them for their backſlidings from the 
Loro; to take no notice of the bloody narratives, 
that ſtain the page of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory in other 
countries, from the apoſtolic down almoſt to the 
- preſent age ; many of which awfully confirm the 
idea we have juſt advanced. Let us only review 
the dealings of Cop to his church in this nation. 
And here an attentive peruſal of the book of 
providence will ſufticiently inform us, that when 
the church by a long ſeries of external proſpe- 
rity, has grown inſenſible of its privileges and un- 
grateful to its benefattor, waxed vain, carnal and 
worldly, the juſt diſpleaſure of heaven has been 
manifeſted 
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manifeſted againſt it in ſuch a manner as awfully 
to teach us, how offenſive the declenſions of 
God's people are in his fight. Hence perhaps it 
is we have thoſe awful. accounts of ,perſecutions, 
maſſacres, and martyrdoms which blacken the 
annals of former ages. Were we then ſenſible of 
our own circumſtances, one would think that the 
relation of the former affliftiops of our Britiſh 
Iſrael, would fill our ſouls with fear, leſt what 
chaſtiſements others have experienced ſhould. be 
inflicted upon us. If we are not alarmed, it is 
not becauſe there is no reaſon why we ſhould, 
but becauſe' we are ignorant of our ſtate. We 
have backſliden from Gov, and the ſtorm of di- 
vine vengeance gathers blackneſs, though we per- 
ceive it not- Go grant that we may not feel 
the awful effects of it, before we ſee its approach! 
Hear then the voice of the great Gop calling upon 
you to return. Perhaps the eternal ,Zehovah is 
- now making the laſt trial of your obedience, and 
will wait no longer than the iſſue of this addreſs. 
In his awful hand behold the phial of bis wrath, 
which he raiſes on high whilſt he thus addreſſes 
you, Return thou backfliding! Iſrael, before the 
fierceneſs of mine anger, which is ready to deſ- 
cend, fall on thy guilty head. How amazing then 
that a threatening that receives energy both from 
eig un rl appearances,,!hould 
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produce ſo little effect, as it n. hath ws 
duced in us! | 


It is 1 monifping to hear fond 
Chriſtians ſaying, That the alarming :apprehen- 
hons we at preſent entertain, are founded on a 
ſlaviſh principle that is quite inconſiſtent with the 
encouraging conſideration, That Cop will take 
care: of his cauſe, and keep it from declining. 
This is the nurſe of their mdolence; and is uſed 
as an apology for their own backſliding. We re- 
Joice in the idea as much as they do, but we do 
not like to have it abuſed; as we think it may be 
by an undue  dependance upon it. What is the 
language of Gop, Rev, xviii. 4, but this, If my 
people partake of the fins of the world, they ſhall 
pattake of their plagues alſo ? If God's people by 
their pride and luxury help to fill up the meaſure 
of the iniquity of a civil community to which they 
belong, how can they exculpate themſelves from 
its guilt, and expect to be iu from its com- 
mon calamines? Hol On 

The threatening then remains in its s full force, 
and frowns upon us with the moſt / terrifying aſ- 
pet. It leads us back to thoſe dreadful! days of 
Sion's darkneſs and diſtreſs, when perſecution 
purſued her from region to region, it condudts us 
through the bloody ſcenes of expiring martyrs, 
and exhibits to our view the agonizing bodies 
of Bradfords, Latimers and Hoopers; it con- 


veys 
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veys us through the ighominious reigns of bi- 
goited and malevolent Stuarts; and it fhews us 
thouſands of faithful paſtors excluded from the 


folds- where they kept their flocks, and hunted 


from eyety hoſpitable ſhelter that openeits arms 
to receive them. To deny that the chürch at 
preſent is in a backſliding ſtate, is to deny a truth 
known to all who compare it with its condition 
in former days; and to ſay that we have nothing 
to fear from it, wWoufd be to contradiet all- the 
diſpenſations of Divine” Providence towards it, 


from its earlieſt ages to the preſent day. While 
then the awful threatening is unaccompliſhed, and 
ihe vengeance of the Almighty deferred; Return 
thou wake men 918917109 
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2. „ Tbere are ways in which the Ales exe- 
cutes this eiten on bis ne pepe 


individually. 


Perhaps all the cim; with e Tielneene 


are viſited, directly or indirectly, flew from this 
ſource,” We ſhall however mention but a few of 
the moſt remarkable ways in which G69 mani- 
feſts his diſpleaſure Wat wed >. e W 


liding from bim. * 
1. Gop frequently makes thoſe very things 
which were the occaſions of theit backfMing the 


inſtruments of their puniſhments, 


Alas! 
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Alas! How little do we think that thoſe very 
enjoyments we ſo much defire and ſeek to obtain 
at the expence of our duty, may deſtroy all our 
peace ? Ho ealy is it for Gop to make the idol of 
our heart the ſcourge of our folly ? Frequently 
haye we, ſeen the ſame heart that was one day 
elated with pride and intoxicated with vanity, on 
account of ſome worldly applauſe obtained at the 
expence of conſcience and integrity, on the very 
next, bleeding with anguiſh, and depreſſed with 
deſpair, the flowers ofchuman honors which: bloom 
iz wither at the breath of caprice, being blaſted. 

How oſten has the golden ſuperſtructure of the 
avaricious Chriſtian, tottered and fallen when juſt 
compleated ? His riches which: he had been at ſo 
much pains and anxiety to accumulate, to the ne- 
glect of the durable wealth repoſited in the trea- 
ſury of heaven, have made themſe}ves wings 
and fled away. Some awful judgment from al- 
mighty Gon; has ſwept, away bis poſſeſſions; and 

that which, was once the ſoul of his earthly bappi- 
neſs, but the ſad occaſion.gf hig backſliding. be- 
„comes the ſource. of the, ſharpeſt ſorrow. 

Others who have, turned the bounties of their 
generous beneſactor into occaſigng of, back(liding, 
have found the ſweetneſs on which they fondly 

- ſurſeited turned to wormwogd and gall ; we mean 
. thoſe ho fix that loye ona creature. whichtis due 

* to the Creator, which ſooner or later will be 
| found 
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found to bite like a ſerpent and ſting like an ad- 
der. For inſtance, is there a parent whoſe love 
to his offspring exceeds the bounds preſcribed by 
a ſupreme affection for infinite excellence, that 
does not eventually experience that beneath thoſe 
very endearments 'that infatuate his heart, is con- 
cealed a dagger to pierce it through with anguiſh ? 
*Tis an awful conſideration, that ſuch is the de- 
pravity of human nature, that we often turn our 
real bleſſings into curſes. This may be ſeen in 
the caſe we now mention. We have known a 
Chriſtian once active in the divine life bleſt with 
an amiable child, which if properly regarded and 
cautiouſly enjoyed might have ſweetened all the 
other bleſſings of life; but alas! the fond parent 
has made it at laſt the bittereſt ingredient of hu- 
man miſery. ' Gov has been wholly forgotten, or 
very imperfettly obeyed. The little idol has whol- 
ly occupied its parent's heart, and abſorbed all his 
warmeſt and beſt affections. Religious duties both 
of a public and private nature mult give place to 
this ruler of the heart. While he thus cleaves 
with intemperate affection to an object with whoſe 
exiſtence and happineſs his own felicity is bound. 
up; is it to be wondered at that Gov in juſt diſ- 
pleaſure for his backlliding, takes from him the 
delight of the eye, and the joy of the heart with 
a ſtroke ? This be frequently does, and by taking 


away 
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away the Jife of an amiable child, deeply wounds 
the — of the parent. 

Or perhaps he may be corretted in a ftill more 
awful manner. The object of his affection whom 
he has greatly indulged and thereby injured, may 
Tequite him for all his pains, anxiety and tender 
ſolicitude for his happineſs, by brutal diſobedience. 
It would be endleſs to enumerate the various ways 
in which Gop may and ſometimes does, make 
the occaſions of departing from him, the inſtru- 
ments of puniſhment. 


2. Gop ſometimes corrects his people for their 
backſlidings, by leaving them to awful darkneſs of 
ſoul, and anguiſh of conſcience, without . thoſe 
ſupporting views of their intereſt in his covenant 
which by their folly and coldneſs they have loſt, 

To the weight of paſt guilt, he adds the keeneſt 
remorſe ariſing from a ſenſe of their preſent ag- 
gravated ingratitude, and then leaves them in the 
moſt awful Kate of uncertainty, whether God will 
again receive them in mercy, or in anger eteraal- 
ly exclude them. Awakened from the dangerous 
deluſion in which they had long remained, by the 
thunder of ſome judgment, or the alarms of death, 
they feel all the pains of their diſeaſes, but expe- 
rience nothing of the influence of that compaſ- 
fionate * who has promiſed to heal them, 
Hof. xiv, | 


Perhaps 
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Perhaps this is the ſoreſt expreſſion of his an- 
ger with which Gop corretts his people for their 
backſlidings; and hereby he does in the moſt aw- 
ful manner make known his diſapprobation of 
their conduct, The ſharpeſt ſenſations of which 
our bodies are capable, and the bittereſt anguith 
of ſpirit derived from any other cauſe, fall infi- 
nitely ſhort of that diſtreſs which ariſes from a 
ſenſe of the divine diſpleaſure. One frown from 
Gop will cauſe more darkneſs in the ſoul, than 
ten thouſand ſuns can irradiate and diſpel : for 
ſays one of old, While I ſuffer thy terrors, I am 
diſtracted, Pſalm Ixxxviii. 15. 

If then you value the manifeſtations of divine 
love, and would avoid the painful perceptions of 
his wrath; if you would not walk through life in 
darkneſs, and render the valley of the ſhadow of 
death more awful than it otherwiſe would be, Re- 
turn ye backſliding Chriſtians at the heavenly call. 


g. At other times Gop manifeſts his diſpleaſure 
by leaving a backſlider to hardneſs of heart; a 
puniſhment not leſs to be dreaded becauſe it is un- 
felt for the preſent by thoſe on whom it is infliQ- 
ed, for that perhaps is the moſt awful part of it. 

To be diſeaſed and deeply wounded, and at 
the ſame time inſenſible of it, is a bad ſymptom 
in any caſe, but it is a very dangerous one when 
it attends the ſtate of our minds, as it lays the 
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foundation of future anguiſh and remorſe to diſ- 
treſs our ſouls even unto the end of life. If then 
we: have backſliden from God, and feel not an 


holy compunQtion and godly ſorrow, we have 


reaſon to fear we are given up to hardneſs of 
heart. | 504 Bus ids 21 

We tremble when we find David ſo: awfully 
puniſhed by Gov. in this way, for his ſinful conduct 
in the caſe of Uriah and Bathſheba, be ſeemed to 
have been given up to hardneſs of heart, and a 
{tate of dreadful inſenſibility for near a year aſter 
he committed ſuch great wickedneſs ; which in- 
terval notwithſtanding only ſerved to arm the 
daggers of remorſe with a tenfold ſharpneſs, that 
afterward pierced his very foul; and not only for 
the preſent produced diſtreſs of mind which words 
were inadequate to deſcribe, but ſeemed to em- 
bitter the whole of his future life. Eſalm g 1. 
To loſe that tenderneſs of conſcience and ſenſi- 
bility of ſoul, which are the guides of our ſteps 
in the ſlippery paths of temptation; and the ſources 
of perpetual ſerenity of mind; and in the ſtead of 
them to receive that bardnels of heart, which ex- 


cludes remorſe, unleſs for the moſt {lagrant enor- 


mities ; is àa pumſhment frequently inflicted on 
backſliders, and is far from being the leaſt though 

ſo little dreaded by us. 
Before then Gop ſay unto you, as to? Iſrael of 
old, they have loved their idols and after them 
let 
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let them go ; before he give you up to hardneſs of 


heart ; before he leave you to cut and wound your- 


ſelves, like the prophets of Baal, with an unfeel- 
ing infatuation that muſt ſooner or later, prove 
fatal to your peace ;—hear and obey the voice of 
heaven that invites you to return. 

Laſtly, Gop puniſhes profeſſing Chriſtians for 
backſliding, by depriving them of communion 
with his people, and giving them up to diſgrace, 
as the diſhonor and ſcandal of Chriſtianity, and 
objects of the contempt of the world. 

We pretend not to ſay, whether the Lon p 
ever permits his own peculiar people to ſink fo 
low as this, or not. Perhaps he may. However 
we only mean to addreſs thoſe who are members 
of his viſible church; and it is a fact too well 
known to be denied, that many Chriſtian commu- 
nities have been obliged to exclude thoſe perſons 
from their ſociety, who have diſgraced the cauſe 
of Cunisr. Some who were once diſtinguiſhed 
for their zeal, have awfully apoſtatized from their 
profeſſion ; and perhaps there is no charatter on 
earth ſo really diſgraceful, and truly deplorable, 
as his whoſe repeated backſlidings have brought 
him to ſuch a ſtate, He is treated. as a kind of 
peſt of ſociety, that is ſhunned by the good and 
deſpiſed by the bad. Religion, however unmer- 
rited and groundleſs it be, is reproached through 
him, and wherever he goes, the inſulting jeers, 
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and prophane mockeries of the moſt abandoned 
of mankind, purſue him. We are pained to the 
heart at the remembrance of thoſe, whom once 
we beheld with veneration and efteem, but who 
are now excluded from thoſe religious ſocieties to 
which once they were an ornament and honor, 
We ſeldom ſee ſuch recovered from their faults, 
but they generally perſevere in-them till they are 
called by death to appear at Gop's awful bar. 
Notwithſtanding the divine proceedings in ſuch a 
caſe, are by no means incompatible with the doc- 
trine of the final perſeverance of the ſaints as re- 
vealed in the goſpel; for to ſuppoſe the worſt, 
we find this matter is perfectly cleared up by the 
apoſtle John, 1 John ii. 19. 

If therefore backſliding profeſſors, you ſhud- 
der at the conſideration, of ſuch caſes as theſe. 
O! cheriſh the ſacred horror that thrills through 
vour ſouls, entreat that Gop would reſtore you 
to himſelf, and keep you ever from falling into fin. 

We have endeavored to ſuggeſt to you every 
awakening idea that occurs to us in meditating on 
a paſſage ſo truly intereſting as that we have con- 
ſidered, We ſhall conclude, with intreating you 
to recapitulate all that has been ſaid, and with ad- 
ding our moſt earneſt deſire that you will endea- 
yor to lay it to heart, 

It is that inattention, and ſorgetfulneſs, ſo near- 
ly allied to the ſpirit of levity which charatterizes 
and diftraas the preſent age, that are the greateſt 

enemies 
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enemies to your edification and our ſucceſs, when 
we addreſs you on ſuch ſubjetts as theſe, which 
nothing but humility, ſeriouſneſs and diligence on 
your part, and the bleſſing of Gov from above, 
can render of the leaſt utility to you. Would it 
not be a moſt mortifying refleQion to us and re- 
proachful to you, to think that you diſregard all 
our admonitions and entreaties? We are often 
unto you, as Ezekiel was to the incorrigible Jews, 
as a very lovely ſong of one that hath a pleaſant 
voice, and can play well on an inſtrument. Ye 
hear us, and are perhaps for a moment delighted 
and ye approve of our words, but like the Jews 
of old, ye hear them but do them not. 

May the great Gop to day make ſuch impreſ- 
ſions on your hearts as will prove to us the richeſt 
reward of our labors! Look around you, and 
with a cool and attentive ſurvey conſider the black 
tokens of a threatening ſtorm, which perhaps your 
backſlidings have contributed to raiſe, Look 
within you, and aſk yourſelves whether you are 
now in a ſituation to ſtand its fury, ſhould heaven 
permit it to deſcend. To refiſt unto blood is an 
idea that cools the fervor of our warmeſt zeal ; 
and would be inſupportable were it not for the 
promiſes of ſupernatural aſſiſtance, Has the te- 
nor of your lives been ſuch as that you have rea- 
ſon to hope you are intereſted in ſuch promiſes ? 
If it be thus with you, then happy will it be with 


you, 
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you, amidſt che worſt that can befall you! But if 
on the other hand the ſword of perſecution, or 


the ſcourge of national judgments, ſhould over- 
take you in the midſt of your backſlidings, how 
ſharp will be the wounds of the one, and how in- 
tolerable the ſmart of the other! It is high time 
to awake out of ſleep and ſhake off your ſupine- 
neſs; for every thing around you urges you to 
obey the call of Zehovak. The wickednels of the 
wicked abounds ; the love of many waxeth cold; 
Sion languiſheth ; Providence frowns upon us. 
O! fly then unto him in penitential forrow, and 


humble contrition, whillt yet his patience endures 


with your folly, and his goodnels invites you to 
return. O Iſrael, return unto the Lox» for thou 
haſt fallen by thy iniquity. Take with you words 
and return unto the Loxp; ſay unto him, Take 
away all iniquity and receive us graciouſly, ſo will 
we render unto thee the calves of our lips; and 
may we abundantly experience the fulfilment. of 
the ſucceeding promiſe, that he will take away 
our backſlidings and love us freely, and henceforth 
be unto us as the dew unto Iſrael, that we may 
grow. as the lilly, and caſt forth our roots as 
Lebanon ! 

Now unto him who hath loved us, and redeem- 
ed us, who pitieth and ſpareth us as a father piti- 
eth his children, be honor and glory, for ever and 


ever. AMEN. 7 \P'RE 
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